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The Metamorphosis: Gender inequality and feminist criticism
In the book 'The Metamorphosis,’ Franz Kafka narrates of Gregor who wakes up and realized he had turned into a giant verminous bug. Gregor is a travelling salesman who does not like his job because of its demanding nature but he has do have it done because he is the breadwinner of his family. He stays in bed reflecting on his demanding job as a salesman. ‘‘O God,’ he thought, ‘what a demanding job I’ve chosen!’’. This clearly showed he did not like the job. 
Gender inequality as well and female criticism are considered the key factors affecting how power is shared within the society. The language of the narrator indicates the gender inequality, unequal power sharing within the society, dehumanization and alienation. Prior to Gregor's metamorphosis, at the time Gregor is restricted in his room while Samsa shows the feeling they have for Gregor which was to communicate that indeed hardships of those labeled by mistake is capable of affecting one's living (Kafka 6).
Feminist criticism seeks to advocate and study the right of the women in various ways; the women were oppressed by the patriarchy socially, politically and psychologically. Just to elaborate on one example is that, the transformation of Gregor from animus to anima showed his metaphorical transformation from masculine to the feminine gender. Also in the description of Grete who is Gregor’s sister, there are words such as self-confidence and defiance while attributes to masculinity although certain words like ‘‘romantic enthusiasm of girls her age’’ and ‘‘childish’’ are attributed to feminine gender (Kafka 44).
Being a salesman, Gregor had to travel frequently and thus making new friends for him was never easy. As a result of his job demand, Gregor worked tirelessly, and he did not have peace or free time to relax (Kafka 7). Also Samsa's family relied on Gregor paying debts. He is the breadwinner of the entire family because his father had lost the business he started some five years ago (Kafka 34). He pays the debts by having to work as sales person traveling frequently from one place to another, while Gregor’s manager demanded a lot and always wanted Gregor to always be dependable. This makes him calm and the reason he is in this job is that, he is paying the family debts (Kafka 35). 
The entire family of Gregor took him for granted since he was the breadwinner of the entire family. At work, Gregor had to work for his boss cautiously without error to pay off the debt. As the Samsa’s only income source, Gregor is not even treated as a part of the family. This could have result from the lack of direct communication as well as the realization he is able to give up drives him to the darkest isolation pits (Kafka 40). 
Gregor is not able to articulate to the family all he would wanted to and the family does not care to talk to him.  The only day Gregor misses work, the chief clerk scolds him and claims that he is irresponsible. As a vermin, Gregor was confined in a room with nothing to do, and his family reveals their dehumanizing views of Gregor in his changed state (Kafka 16).
Due to his family’s initial response to his metamorphosis, Gregor isolates himself in his room away from his family. In his room, Gregor lives in accumulating filth with his door closed most of the time, which symbolizes isolation from his family and the outside world. When Grete and the mother take away Gregor’s furniture, the action is a dehumanizing act because it represents the removal of Gregor’s last link to humanity and his past (Kafka 7). 
The proceed to remove the furniture from Gregor’s room with an intention of giving him more space while till that time, Gregor was hidden to avoid anyone walking in the room. He tries to plant himself on those pictures which were on the wall, a clear efforts of expressing his wish of furniture not to be taken out of his room instead the furniture should remain in the room (Kafka 41).
After living with Gregor in his vermin form for a few months, Samsa’s family expresses their discontent and wish to get rid of Gregor. Since Gregor could not work, the Samsa’s family was having a difficult time living in their household. The Samsa’s family concludes that to get rid of their burdens, Gregor must leave because he is not a real human anyway and just a repulsive bug (Kafka 20).
Kafka explains that indeed the difficulties of those mislabeled can impact anyone's life regarding alienation and dehumanization. After his metamorphosis, Gregor reflected on his life and realized his current position in his family. Gregor realizes that he cannot provide for his family as a bug and that he never really had friends before. The longer Gregor lived, the more he realized he had no purpose of living through his family's views, causing him not to eat (Kafka 28).
Gregor was only seen as a vermin to people, not an actual person inside a vermin body (Kafka 1). With this view, Gregor could not be loved by his family, and they did not care for him. Gregor began to accept that everyone was repulsed of him and blamed all of his family's troubles on himself, leading to his death. The fact that Gregor is turns into an insect is vital because he is no longer able to provide support to the family since he is not able to work anymore.
After his death, which was due to starvation because food was disgusting to him and also infections resulting to the apple lodge in the back which his father threw at him. The charwoman takes his body out of the room together with the rubbish around and stops telling the family they were not to (Kafka 73).
In summation, the Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka displays the gender inequality in that women as considered an option to do a certain role if there is no man present. It is also clear that Gender influencing power distribution and this is evident between Gregor and Grete who are brother and sister. I.e. women are considered inferior and men are considered superior than women. Also the hope of Gregor of going back to work the following day despite being sick but had it in mind that his family depended on him, shows the pressure mothers and those working have in order to provide for those depending on them.
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